
Incisive, engaging, and thoughtful, this book deeply interrogates the role that emotions play in 
doing narrative research, and serves as an authoritative guide to how emotionality might be 
examined in interview studies. Well-illustrated with examples, it issues a strong challenge to 
interviewers to reflect and enact reflexivity. A pleasure to read, this book is essential reading 
for qualitative researchers.
Kathryn Roulston, University of Georgia, Athens, USA

In this thoughtful, sensitive and challenging study, Prior explores the collaborative and situated 
production of emotionality and identity in autobiographical research interviews with L2 
migrants. Adopting a primarily ethnomethodological and conversation analytical approach, 
Prior is admirably dedicated to the principles of researcher reflexivity and his text sheds a 
powerful critical light on the often neglected interactional role of the interviewer in qualitative 
research and data gathering.
Bethan Benwell, University of Stirling, UK

With an uncompromisingly meticulous micro-analysis of stories – funny, sad, poignant – from 
immigrants and refugees, this book delivers exactly what L2 interview-based narrative research 
needs (more of): a sustained critique of representational approaches to narrative and identities 
from a standpoint of a researcher who self-scrutinizes and does not hold back and who is equipped 
with a deep knowledge and rare respect for previous interactional studies of narrative. If that 
were not enough, the focus of inquiry is the under-represented topic of emotionality: you learn, 
feel, and enjoy as you embark on a journey of emotions being narrated, elicited, co-produced, 
reflected upon and done justice to as parts of complex, messy and so often troubled biographies.
Alexandra Georgakopoulou-Nunes, King’s College London, UK

This interdisciplinary book examines the interactional management of emotionality in second language autobiographical 
interview research. Taking a discursive constructionist approach, it weaves together critical discussion and close analysis and 
offers new insights into emotion, narrative, identity, sociocultural belonging, and reflexive practice.

Matthew T. Prior is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at Arizona State University. His research interests 
include emotion and other socio-psychological dimensions of second language learning and use, multilingualism and identity, 
transcultural belonging, discursive constructionist approaches (narrative, conversation analysis, discursive psychology, 
membership categorization analysis), and qualitative methodologies.
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